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The Foundation of Community

FORGIVENESS IS DIRECTIONAL: 
UPWARD, INWARD, OUTWARD AND  
RESULTS IN A RESTORATION OF 
GOD’S IMAGE IN US, AN IMAGE 
THEN REFLECTED IN COMMUNITY.

FORGIVENESS



Forgiveness is 
Free, but it isn’t 
Automatic
The story is told about a little boy who 
dialed the telephone operator. He couldn’t 
speak clearly so she didn’t understand 

what he was trying to say.  After he had 
repeated himself four times, the boy said: 
“Operators are stupid!” and hung up the 
phone. Hearing this, his mother got upset. 

She called the operator and made her son 
apologize. Later, when his mother wasn’t 
at home, the boy called the operator 

again. “Is this the same operator I spoke to 
before?” “Yes,” she replied. “Well.” said the 
boy,  “I still think operators are stupid!”

The story reminds us that often there is a 
missing element in many people’s lives—an 
element of genuine repentance. 
Sometimes we are forced to face our sin 

only because we got caught and our 
“repentance” doesn’t change how we 
think or what we do. Second Corinthians 

7:10-11 gives us the formula for Biblical 
repentance:

“Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to 
salvation and leaves no regret...See what this 
godly sorrow has produced in you: what 

earnestness, what eagerness to clear 
yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what 
longing, what concern, what readiness to see 

justice done.”

For the true believer, repentance is a 
constant companion. Daily we ask the 
Holy Spirit to show us our sins. Then we 

ask for victory over them. That “godly 
sorrow” should never be absent from our 
lives. 

SEVEN 
GREAT 

TRUTHS 
ABOUT 

SALVATION

1. SUBSTITUTION: JESUS DIED IN MY PLACE.

2. JUSTIFICATION: JESUS MADE ME RIGHT WITH GOD.

3. RECONCILIATION: JESUS MADE PEACE WITH GOD POSSIBLE.

4. ADOPTION: JESUS MADE ME PART OF GOD’S FAMILY.

5. REDEMPTION: JESUS PURCHASED MY SALVATION WITH HIS 
BLOOD.

6. PROPITIATION: JESUS SATISFIED GOD’S JUSTICE.

7. FORGIVENESS: JESUS SENT MY SINS AWAY FROM ME.

That “godly sorrow” should 
never be absent from our lives.

Which of these has the greatest impact on you? Why?

Which of these do you struggle with the most? Why?

Using each one of these seven truths, write out your personal story of 
salvation.



The certainty of our own relationship 
with God provides the foundation upon 
which we can build strong and healthy 

relationships with others. Jesus 
provided forgiveness for us at no cost 
to ourselves. But while forgiveness is 
free, there are steps that need to be 

taken to access that forgiveness.

According to the following verses what 
is necessary to obtain forgiveness from 

God?

Acts 3:19

Acts 14:15

Acts 26:20

What else is important to forgiveness 
according to the following verses?

Acts 10:43

Acts 26:18

Acts 20:21

REPENTANCE IN THE OLD 
TESTAMENT 

How is repentance described in Isaiah 

55:6, 7?

THERE IS “BELIEVING” AND 

THEN THERE IS “BELIEVING”

“Believe” is a word often 
misunderstood. Read James 2:19. What 

does “believe” NOT mean?

In John 1:12, “believe” is connected to 
what word?

What are the results of believing in 
Jesus Christ according to John 3:16-18 
and John 5:24?

What is the result of not “believing” in 

Jesus Christ according to John 3:36

GETTING PERSONAL

In some religious traditions, salvation 
and forgiveness has to be earned. In 

some traditions, salvation can be lost if 
certain breaches in conduct occur. It is 
easy to take advantage of the fact that 
“once saved, always saved” certainty of 

our relationship with Christ. 

Why do we sometimes fall into the trap 
of developing a careless attitude toward 

our salvation? 

How does this affect our relationship 
with God?

How does this affect our relationship 

with others?

How does this affect our relationship 
toward a lost world and our mandate 

to take the good news of salvation to 
that world? 

Steps of Repentance



Read Psalm 32:1-5. 

David FELT the weight of his sin. He knew the reality of “godly sorrow” as 

described for us in 2 Corinthians 7. Read his words and answer the following:

1. How did the psalmist feel when he thought about his sin?

2. How does the psalmist describe a person who has been forgiven?

3. What was the psalmist’s solution to the problem of sin?

4. What was God’s response to the psalmist’s confession?

Feelings and Facts about Genuine Repentance

AND NOW?

What aspect of this study is most 
significant to you? Why?

How do you know that you have 
genuinely repented of your sins?

How would you describe genuine 
repentance to someone who 
believes that forgiveness and 
salvation is based on living a good 
life? 


